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Introduction
Since you are reading this I can comfortably say you have a goal of improving
your photography. Perhaps you just bought your first camera, or maybe you
have been photographing for years. The fact is, no matter how experienced
you are, learning is a crucial part of becoming a better photographer. I try
my best to always look for new opportunities to learn something new and I
believe staying curious is what has helped me improve during the last years.
Creating beautiful art is a time consuming path, no matter if you are a painter, musician or photographer. Mastering the basic elements may take years,
even though you feel you understand them after a short period of time. I like
to believe that you don’t really understand the fundamentals until you no
longer think about them when you are in the field. It might be a cliché, but
the saying “Rome wasn’t built in a day” isn’t used without a reason.
The process of learning is part of the journey to become a better artist. Don’t
expect that you will suddenly become a master photographer. Instead I encourage you to relish the process of learning – and hopefully that process will
never end!

About this eBook
As the title indicates this eBook will give you 29 tips to improve your photography. This
are all tips that I have endorsed during my growth as a photographer, either I have
learnt them the hard way or through research.

This eBook is made with the intent to help you get a better understanding of both fundamental and more advanced techniques that will take your photography to the next
level. Hopefully at the end of this book you will be inspired to go out and create beautiful photography and try some new techniques.
Without further ado, let’s get to the tips!

#1

Go manual
The first step to become a better photographer is to step away from the comfortable “automatic-modes”. It doesn’t matter if you use automatic, shutter
priority or aperture priority. Step away from them before it is too late.
Automatic modes can be used in many settings, but in landscape photography you need to have full control of your camera to create the specific image
you are trying to capture. Many of us enjoy enlarging our photography into
huge prints, it is then crucial that the quality is exceptional and that will not
happen if you use automatic modes.
I have no doubt that you will quickly gain a much greater understanding
of your camera when you take a step into the manual world. Yes it will be
difficult to start with, but the reward is worth the little effort you put into
learning.
Besides gaining a greater understanding of your camera, using manual mode
will also train the creative parts of your brain. When you know how the
changes you make impact the result, you also start thinking in a new and
more creative way.
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#2
Spend more time photographing
Believe me when I say that you learn more by being outside experimenting
with your camera than you do sitting inside all day reading tutorials. That
does not mean you should stop reading, in fact I recommend that you read at
least one tutorial every day. Just make sure that reading tutorials does not get
in the way of being outside using your camera.
I know how easy it is to get hooked on learning and reading interesting articles, but try not to read them all at once. You need some time to process the
information and to see how it works. What might seem easy when you read
about it, might turn out to be much more challenging than you thought.
Not long after I learned how to use manual mode, I decided to try some nighttime photography. I spent a lot of time reading tutorials and watching inspirational images, but it took me days before I went outside to try for myself.
Standing outside I suddenly realized that I knew many advanced techniques,
but I had totally forgotten the basics that I originally needed to understand.
So combine studying material and being outside in the field as much as you
can, and you will soon see big improvements.
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#3
Learn the fundamentals
Like I mentioned in tip number one, manual is king. But to be able to use manual mode
you need a basic understanding of how the fundamentals work. ISO, Aperture and Shutter Speed all impact how your image turns out.

Being aware of how these elements work together, you will quickly see the difference
in your photography. The quality and details of your images will be much better as you
have full control over the outcome.
Go even further than learning ISO, Aperture and Shutter speed. Learn how they work
together. Learn how the change in ISO will impact your chosen shutter speed. This is
often referred to as the Exposure Triangle.

#4
Buy a tripod
In the world of landscape photography one of our goals is to take razor
sharp images. Images that can be printed huge yet look as sharp as they
do on the back of your camera. To achieve such quality images, a tripod is
essential.
I often talk about the importance of using a sturdy tripod, but I can’t say
it enough. If you do not own a tripod, this should be your next investment.
Avoid buying a cheap tripod from Best Buy, rather spend a little more on a
high quality tripod. After all it will last for years!
The second reason you should buy a tripod, is the fact that you will be able
to take longer exposures while retaining a low ISO. Photographing the sunset? Use ISO100 and a shutter speed of two seconds. Could you do that without a tripod? I doubt it. At least the result would not be razor sharp.

The image to the right is taken behind
the scenes from the image on the page
below. Getting a shot like that would
be impossible without a sturdy tripod.

#5
Buy a remote shutter
Another piece of equipment that is essential to get razor sharp images is a
remote shutter. Unlike with a tripod, you don’t need to spend hundreds or
thousands of dollars on a remote shutter. In fact, a $10 remote from Best Buy
is a great place to start.
Obviously a $10 remote is more limited in functions than a $100 option. Eventually you might see the need of a remote shutter with a display showing the
time of your exposure and the possibility to shoot a time lapse.
The use of a remote shutter will also help removing any vibration. If you use
a tripod and have a shutter speed of one second, you will see a loss of quality
if you use the cameras release button. The reason of this is that you create a
small amount of vibration when touching the camera.
An option would be to use a delayed shutter of 2-10 seconds. However if you
are photographing seascapes it is nearly impossible to plan when the wave
will form perfectly. With a remore shutter you can take a picture in the exact
moment the water is correct.
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#6

Stop guessing the best aperture
A common mistake made by beginner photographers is playing lottery with
the aperture. Instead of knowing how f/4 will be different from f/16 many
either forget about aperture or randomly set it.
You should also know what is the sharpest aperture of your specific lens. A
rule of thumb is that the sharpest aperture is about 2.5 – 3 stops from the
maximum aperture. If you have a widest aperture of f/2.8 this would be between f/5-6 to f/8 and a lens with aperture of f/4 would have its sweet spot at
f/8 to f/11.
This is important for you to be aware of since, as I’ve mentioned before, we
all love sharp images!
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#7
Get out during the golden hours
Let’s be honest for a moment here. Most of the best landscapes photographs
are taken during the golden hours. Photographers chase light, that’s how it
has always been and hopefully how it always will be. It’s the singlehanded
most important element to create a beautiful image.
During the hours around sunrise and sunset the light is soft and creates a
golden glow. This is due to the sun’s low position in the sky. Shadows are also
way more appealing during these hours.
Yes you can take pictures during the day too, but normally the light is harsh
and not very photogenic. Overcloud days tend to be better than bright days,
and might be great for photographing waterfalls.
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#8
Plan your shots
This is something both professionals and amateurs often struggle with, planning. Some are masters of planning, and these few are also the people most
of us look up to and admire. Good shots come by luck great shots come by
planning.
Obviously you can’t plan every shot you take, and often we need a good slice
of luck. Planning and preparing should be top priority when you are going
on a photography trip, whether it’s just for a day or an entire week. Either it’s
just for a day or an entire week.
Plan the locations, know the tides, know the sun’s positioning throughout
the day. Having a plan will make you more structured and you will spend less
time running in circles chasing your own tail.
Weather is always tricky to take into consideration when you plan. If you’re
planning a trip for the coming days, use the forecast and figure out how to
best work with the weather. Other times you will be planning trips a year
ahead. Taking the weather into consideration will be a little harder then, you
can’t possible know the exact weather in a month! That doesn’t mean that
you shouldn’t research the weather though. You can still find the normal
weather for the period you wish to visit.
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Entering this cave without planning
properly would be a dangerous and
possibly deadly task. The tides change
quickly and you have no visibility
around the corner to see how high the
tide is.

#9

Shoot in Raw
If you don’t already shoot in RAW, change your camera
settings before reading the next step! Photographing
in RAW compared to JPEG is an ocean of advantages.
Process your images non-destructively and maximize
the image quality by choosing RAW.
You will also see that you are able to pull out much
more information from the image, especially in the
shadows. If you are unlucky and return home with
underexposed images you can easily increase the exposure without doing big harms to the image file. Had
you been using JPEG, rescuing the image would not be
possible without severely damaging the quality.

#10
Process your images in Lightroom
Image processing is a huge topic that we could spend hours upon hours discussing. Some hate it and others overdo it. Spend a few minutes browsing
through the images of your favorite photographers. Do you know what they
have in common? They process their images in one way or another.
Adobe Lightroom is a great place to begin. The software is easy to learn, and
has all you need for basic processing. Many professionals only use this software for their post production, while others prefer to combine it with the
more advanced Adobe Photoshop.
You don’t need to make large adjustments for your image to get much more
appealing, keep it simple! A very common mistake for beginners is to set all
settings to 100%, resulting in an oversaturated, grungy, low quality photography.
Start by doing simple adjustments to colour balance and contrast, that’s often enough!
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#11

Don’t be a copycat
Do a quick search on “Iceland” or “Norway” at www.google.com or www.500px.com. Can
you see a trend? Half the images you see are more or less the same shots. It’s perfectly normal that there will be many similar shots from places, but avoid going to a specific place

just to get the same shot as you have seen someone else share on Instagram.
Try to see something that others haven’t seen, try to explore the location. Don’t rush it!
If all you come up with is the classic shot, that’s fine, as long as you tried looking around
for more.

#12

Slow down
In today’s world we are used to rushing everything we do. Everything has to
happen fast, we don’t want to wait and we want to do as much as possible.
When stepping out to nature with your camera, slow down. Enjoy the surroundings, analyze it, feel the fresh air and clear your mind. Photography
isn’t only about getting the shot; it’s also about connecting with nature.
Slowing down will be beneficial for bot you as a person and your photography. Taking the time to explore the location may lead to discovering new
subjects or new perspectives and compositions.
I always try to arrive at a location about one hour earlier than I have to. This
gives me time to explore the area for something I haven’t seen earlier, but
most importantly it gives me time to clear my thoughts and relax.

#13
Don’t get stuck with one lens
It’s easy to fall in love with one lens and use it for every single shot you take.
I’ve done that. For almost two years I rarely touched any other lens than my
16-35mm. The lens is fantastic, but it’s so easy to see yourself blind on the
same focal length each time.
By always considering what lens you should use you will become more creative. The truth is that a wide angle isn’t always the best choice, perhaps a
telezoom will do a way better job where you are photographing now. Try to at
least have two lenses to choose between, ideally one wide angle and another
with the option for more zoom.
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#14
Frame your subject
Framing your subject can be a great compositional technique and help create a good depth

in your image. It can also help emphasize the main subject that you are photographing.
Natural frames are easier to find if you are looking for different perspectives, but I also
find them easier to find when using a telezoom.

#15
Choose the right shutter speed
I have said it before and I’ll say it again: You must start by learning the fundamentals. Having that basic understanding will help you in every single situation. While ISO and aperture are most important for the quality of your
image, shutter speed is the most visual setting.
Changing the shutter speed by only a few steps could be what separates a
good and a bad shot. If you are photographing a moving subject, try using
a slower shutter than you normally would. You will be surprised how much
it changes the image. Try photographing a waterfall with a shutter speed of
1/500, then 1/200, 1/100, 1/50, 0.5 sec and you will see the differences.
Using a slower shutter speed does require a tripod, especially when you are
taking an exposure of more than 0.5 seconds.
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#16
Keep your gear clean!
Just like a car your camera equipment needs to regularly be cleaned and
maintained. You don’t want it to break, do you?
By cleaning your lenses, filters and camera you will avoid spending hours in
post processing removing dust spots or smudges. I recommend always bringing a microfiber cloth and an air blower.
I have made the mistake of not cleaning my gear more than once when I was
getting into photography. There’s one time that still haunts me, and that’s
the day I witnessed one of the most intense sunsets I have seen. This was my
second evening out by the ocean, and I did not clean my filters after day one.
I went back home without one usable shot.
Try making it a habit to clean your equipment after each time you are out
photographing, at least if the weather is a little rough!
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#17
Interact with other
photographers
Instagram has been a big part of my journey through photography and one of
the reasons I love this is that I can spend time interacting with other people
that have the same passion as I have. I think is very important for your creativity to interact photographers, admire their work and generally talk about
photography.
Building relations with other likeminded people is also great when you are
out traveling or planning to go somewhere. It is a helpful community and we
all take care of each other.
You should also spend time with photographers outside the virtual world.
If you don’t know anybody, head to the local camera club and join them on
some meetings.
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#18
Less can be more
It’s not always necessary to look for the craziest perspectives or compositions; sometimes less is more.
We often tend to fill the frame with as much information as possible. While
this can result in great images, especially images that are popular in the social media world, it often is too much. Try reconsidering if all the elements
need to be included in the frame or perhaps it would be better if you cut some
out.
“Less is more” is especially a great technique when you are photographing in
fog or other times when the visibility is low.
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#19
Learn perspectives
One of my best advices when you’re out in the field photographing is to test
different perspectives. Remove your camera from the tripod and look through
the viewfinder or live view both high and low, take a step to the left or the
right. See how the scenery changes as you move around.
Just a slight difference in perspective can make a big difference to your image. Evaluate whether the foreground element should be close to you or seen
from a further distance. I personally love to shoot low in rivers or around waterfalls and oceans, but when I’m shooting overlooks I prefer having a higher
perspective.
There is no blueprint on what perspective is the best. This is a step where trial
and error is the key.
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#20
Carefully select your frame
One of the reasons I recommend using the Live View is because it’s easier to
see what’s included in the frame. Perhaps there’s the bush that is in your left
corner or a stick that is distracting when you look at the picture in large. Try
removing all disturbing elements that don’t need to be in the image. Unless
the element is part of the story you tell, there’s no need to include it.
This is yet another reason why it’s clever to spend time adjusting your setup
and analyzing the frame until you know there is no disturbing or unnecessarily elements included.
I should mention that not all cameras have the Live View function. It’s also
a matter of preferences, and I do know professionals who only use the viewfinder. I believe there are many advantages by using the Live View, but I will
come back to that later. Note that Live View mode drains your battery a bit
faster!
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#21
Understand the “Rule of Thirds”
There are some rules in photography that I do recommend following most of
the time. One of these is the Rule of Thirds. You might have heard the term
before, as it is the most well known rule of photography and compositional
techniques.
In few words the main principle of the “Rule of Thirds” is to divide your image into 9 sections, defined by two horizontal and two vertical lines. The idea
is to place leading lines and compositional elements close to these imaginary
lines.
Grid view is an option that most cameras have, either in the View Finder, Live
View or when previewing an image you just took. Following this rule, or technique if you prefer, will help create a stronger composition.
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#22
Break the rules
It’s important to remember that rules are made to be broken. Yes, the rules are there for
a reason but you should not follow them all the time. Sometimes it is better to break the

rules and experiment. But, to break the rules you also need to understand rules.
Many of the rules also work as techniques and many photographers follow them unfailingly, especially the compositional rules. Not being willing to ever break the rules, will on
occasion limit your creative process. Breaking the rules can give amazing results.

#23
Choose the right filters
Photography is an expensive hobby, and for gear junkies it is even worse. The
truth is that 95% of equipment sold is just a waste of money. You do not need
all that fancy stuff! What you do need though, are filters. Not a pile of them,
but a small selection.
To begin with you should invest in a UV-filter to protect your lens, a Circular
Polarizer and a basic set of ND Filters. When you become more familiar with
filters and your camera, you will see the need to upgrade your set of ND filters
with a two more expensive ones.
Knowing what filters to use at a specific moment is important for you as a
photographer. Will a 3 stop ND filter do a better job than your CPL? Do you
need a GND or will it look bad? There are many questions to ask yourself, but
just like every other element of photography it will become natural once you
start to practice!
If you don’t know the terms ND, GND, CPL and want to learn more about filters in
general, visit www.capturelandscapes.com for further reading.
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#24
Buy a Graduated ND Filter
I briefly mentioned Graduated ND Filters, or GND Filters, in the tip above. I
find these filters so important that I choose to dedicate an entire
chapter to them. GND filters can revolutionize your photography, especially if you
are not interested in spending hours processing your images.
A GND filter is a piece of partially darkened glass that you slide in front of
your lens, with use of a filter holder. The upper part of the glass is darkened,
while the lower part is clear. You can buy filters of different strength, meaning some are darker than others.
I bet you have been outside photographing before, and struggling with capturing the entire dynamic range. Either the sky is too bright, or the foreground is
too dark. GND filters are the solution to this problem. Since the filter is only
partly darkened, you will see that it darkens the sky while still keeping the
foreground as bright as you wish. In other words you now have a perfectly
balanced image.
If I could only recommend one filter to buy, it would be a GND. While you
should always be aware of when to use it, for example it is not ideal to use
when you photograph mountains, I still believe it will benefit you in most
situations.
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#25

Depth of Field
We have already talked a little about compositional techniques, aperture and
perspectives. Depth of Field is another element within those topics that you
need to understand.
Depth of field says how much of the image is sharp, and how much is blurred
out. The image used shows a typical example of narrow depth of field. The
flowers are sharp, while the background elements are blurry.
Just like with the amount of light letting through the lens, large or small aperture have big impacts to your images. If you shoot with an open aperture
such as 2.8 or 5.6, you will blur out big parts of the image. Your foreground
element will be sharp, but not the elements further away. A smaller aperture
such as 18 or 22 will make both the foreground and background sharp.

#26
Look for leading lines
and patterns
This is yet another compositional tip that you should keep in mind next time you are photographing. Look for leading lines and patterns that will strengthen your composition.

World-class photographers are masters on finding and exploiting these elements. Lines
and patterns make the experience of a photograph much greater. Through lines and patterns the viewers eyes are guided through the image, starting from one place and ending
in another. Guiding the viewer through the image is part of the story you tell and also
helps accentuate the subject you wish to highlight.

#27
Don’t forget about the
smaller landscapes!
When out photographing it’s easy to become blinded by the majestic landscapes. Big mountains, cliffs, massive woods, you name it. What we tend to
forget though, is the fact that each of these majestic landscapes consists of
endless smaller landscapes: the details.
Not everyone enjoys photographing macro, patterns or other details in the
landscapes, but you should give it a try. It is always positive to have variation in your portfolio, and I also think it is positive to be aware of the details
which build the large landscape you enjoy.
Obviously this is an entirely new field of photography, with big differences
than from what you normally photograph. What I realized after becoming
more aware of the details was how I became better to observe my surroundings. I began seeing patterns and elements I hadn’t noticed before, which
eventually improved my vision.

#28
Shoot quality rather than
quantity
Henri Cartier-Bresson once said; “Your first 10,000 photographs are your
worst”. This is a quote I often hear professionals tell their clients, or beginners tell each other. I love this quote because what Cartier-Bresson said was
absolutely true. Today this quote doesn’t really hold up anymore, as many
take 10,000 photographs in just a few weeks.
Instead of running around on a location taking pictures all over the place,
take time to properly take the image. Find the best angle and the best composition, use time to take a good image. I would much rather have one amazing
image than 100 decent ones.
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#29
Be inspired!
No matter what type of art you produce, you should always stay inspired.
Once you are no longer inspired, how will you be able to inspire others?
I spend time every day looking at photography through various media and
reading blogs and articles about photography or related topics. I find inspiration in the art others create, but I also find inspiration in my own work.
Looking back to the images I took as a beginner, I could easily become upset
that I didn’t do the right things to create a good shot. Rather I choose to focus
on how much I have improved during these years, and that inspires me to
work even harder!
Find photographers that you admire, follow their work, read their blogs, stay
hungry!
What and who inspires you?

#30
Photograph for yourself
Last but definitely not least, photograph for yourself. This is the most important aspect
of photography. Stay true to your photography, follow your dreams and photograph what

you enjoy.
At the end it doesn’t matter if your likes don’t get thousands of “likes”. The only thing that
matters is that you are happy with the result. If others also like the photographs you make
– that’s just a bonus!

Last words
I still remember the day I bought my own camera, and how excited I was. As
soon as I got home, I went straight back out with my camera in hand. I took
pictures of everything I saw. At that time I had no idea how to use the camera,
I just set it on auto and went around being a happy camera owner.
After a while I saw that my images started to look pretty good, and I even was
among 10 qualifiers for a competition in a local newspaper. However, I began
disliking the images I took and I felt like I was missing something. It took my
many years before I realized that if I gave a little effort into understanding
how to properly use a camera, my images would become much, much better!
Learning the fundamentals was much easier than I thought, but understanding them took longer. Looking back at it today, I am so happy that I spent so
much time and effort into both reading about photography and actually being outside trying and failing. Had I not spent that energy into learning how
it all works, I would never have become the photographer I am today.
Don’t be afraid to fail, because you will fail from time to time. Without failure
there will never be success. Enjoy the process of learning and see how you
grow both as a person and a photographer. You know it is worth it. You know
you can do it!

Yours truly photographed by Nick Dautlich / www.ndgallery.com
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My last advice is to always be curious. Look up information on Google and
ask the people you know. You can even send emails to your favorite photographers asking them questions. Not all of them will have the time to answer,
but it doesn’t hurt to try.

